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		        Member of Parliament for South Okanagan—West Kootenay

		                  (born March 31, 1954) A Canadian biologist, author and politician. I am currently serving as the South Okanagan—West Kootenay Member of Parliament.

		 

		I was first elected to this position in the 2015 Canadian federal election as a member of the New Democratic Party. During the 42nd Canadian Parliament I sponsored three private member bills: one to promote the use of wood in federal public works projects, one to add various lakes and rivers to Navigable Waters Protection Act, and another to a Minister of Environment to respond to a Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada report.


		           

		I was appointed as the NDP Critic for Post-Secondary Education as well as the Deputy Critic for Natural Resources in the 2015. I became the NDP Critic for Natural Resources in 2016 and served in that position until 2021. In October 2021 I became the NDP Critic for Emergency Preparedness (Climate Adaptation) and Critic for Small Business and Tourism, as well as Deputy Critic for Natural Resources and Deputy Critic for Innovation, Science and Industry. In December 2021 I was named an inaugural member of the House of Commons Standing Committee on Science and Research. In January, 2023 I was also granted the added responsibility as the International Trade critic.

		 

		Prior to my involvement in politics, I worked as a biologist specializing in birds, taught at the University of British Columbia for 17 years, authored numerous books about birds and natural history, and was a member of the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada for 8 years. I am an alumnus of Memorial University of Newfoundland and the University of British Columbia. As a biologist, I have spent my life working to protect BC’s environment and wildlife. I got into politics to bring a scientific voice to the fight against climate change. Before entering politics, I operated my own consulting company and worked on conservation and bird population projects for government and NGOs. I was born and raised in Penticton and still live on the West Bench near Penticton in my long-time family home.
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		    NDP Pharmacare

		    Last week Canada took another major step forward truly universal healthcare with the tabling of the NDP’s Pharmacare Act.
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		    SUPPORT FOR OUR WINE INDUSTRY

		    I’ve written several times recently about the costs of climate change. Some of those costs are obvious, including the loss of homes, property, and infrastructure due to the increased severity of climate-related events such as wildfires, floods, hurricanes and tornados.  Home insurance costs are going up for everybody because of those events.  But one sector that is at a very high risk of impact from climate change often goes under the radar, and that is agriculture.  The...
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		    NDP Dental Plan Announced

		    To be frank, last week in Ottawa ended with incredible frustration and disappointment as we saw the Conservatives use their time in Parliament to play games with vital funding to government services, turning what should have been a couple of hours of supply funding votes into a 30-hour debacle of political games.
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		            301 Main Street

			Suite 202

			Penticton, British Columbia

			V2A 5B7

		
		Telephone: 250-770-4480

		

		          

		                      
		          
		            1695A Columbia Avenue

			Castlegar, British Columbia

			V1N 1J1

		
		Telephone: 250-365-2792

			Fax: 250-365-2793
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